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DETAILED ACTION 



1. 



The amendment filed on June 4, 2009 has been entered. 



Claim Objections 



2. Claims 5 and 1 1 are objected to because of the following informalities: 

In claim 5, line 3, it seems that a comma should be inserted after "position", 
in line 4, a comma should be inserted after "plane", and in line 6, a comma 
should be inserted before "where" for clarity. 

In claim 1 1 , lines 2-3, the recitation "the at least one of the two guiding members" 
should be changed to --the at least one guiding member- for clarity; in lines 4-5, the 
recitation "the at least one of the two guiding members" should be changed to - the at 
least one guiding member -- for clarity; in lines 7-8, the recitation "the at least one of the 
two guiding members" should be changed to -- the at least one guiding member -- for 
clarity. 

Appropriate correction is required. 



3. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 12: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 112, 2 nd 



paragraph 
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4. Claims 7, 8, 16 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as 
being indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

In claim 7, line 6, the recitation "the adjustable guiding member" is inaccurate and 
renders the claim vague and indefinite, and it seems that --at least a portion of- should 
be inserted before "the adjustable". 

In claim 16, line 4, the recitation "the adjustable guiding member" is inaccurate 
and renders the claim vague and indefinite, and it seems that -at least a portion of- 
should be inserted before "the adjustable". 

In claim 19, line 4, the recitation "the adjustable guiding member" is inaccurate 
and renders the claim vague and indefinite, and it seems that -at least a portion of- 
should be inserted before "the adjustable". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

5. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 
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6. Claims 1, 3, 4, 6, 9, 15 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Aviza, PG Publication 2005/0126007. 

Regarding claim 1 and the claims dependent therefrom, Aviza discloses a razor 
apparatus/assembly in various forms with every structural limitation of the claimed 
invention including a blade assembly comprising: 

two guiding members (e.g., the structure at the lead and trailing portions of the 
blade assembly) each having a top surface for abutting against a skin, and 

one or more blades (e.g., 18) disposed between said two guiding members, 

wherein a cutting edge of each blade and said top surfaces of said two guiding 
members are positioned substantially in one plane, and 

the apparatus having a grip portion (e.g., 14) connected to said blade assembly, 
wherein at least one of the two guiding members is an adjustable guiding member (e.g., 
24) that is adjustable in a direction perpendicular to said plane (e.g., see Figs 9, 9A-C), 
wherein the adjustable guiding member comprises two mutually opposing inclined 
surfaces (e.g., the inclined surfaces of the cooperating threads), and wherein an 
adjustment of a first one of the two mutually opposing inclined surfaces (e.g., rotating 
the inclined surface of 182/190/196) in a direction parallel to said plane adjusts a 
second one of the two mutually opposing inclined surfaces (e.g., the inclined surface of 
24/188/194) in the direction perpendicular to said plane; 

[claim 3] wherein the adjustable guiding member can be fixed in at least one of 
two positions with respect to the plane; 
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[claim 4 (from 3)] wherein the adjustable guiding member can be fixed in 

at least one position between said two positions; 

[claim 6] wherein only one of said two guiding members is adjustable; 

[claim 15] wherein the two mutually opposing inclined surfaces comprises two 
pairs of mutually opposing inclined surfaces, and wherein an adjustment of a first one of 
each of the two pairs of mutually opposing inclined surfaces in a direction parallel to 
said plane adjusts a second one of each of the two pairs of mutually opposing inclined 
surfaces in the direction perpendicular to said plane. 

Regarding claim 9 and the claims dependent therefrom, Aviza discloses a razor 
apparatus/assembly in various forms with every structural limitation of the claimed 
invention including a blade assembly comprising: 

two guiding members (e.g., the structure at the lead and trailing portions of the 
blade assembly) each having a top surface for abutting against a skin, and one or more 
blades (e.g., 18) disposed between said two guiding members wherein a cutting edge of 
each blade and said top surfaces of said two guiding members are positioned 
substantially in one plane, wherein the position of at least one of the two guiding 
members (e.g., 24) is adjustable in a direction perpendicular to said plane (e.g., see 
Figs 9, 9A-C), and wherein the at least one of the two guiding members comprises two 
mutually opposing inclined surfaces (e.g., the inclined surfaces of the cooperating 
threads) wherein an adjustment of a first one of the two mutually opposing inclined 
surfaces (e.g., rotating the inclined surface of 182/190/196) in a direction parallel to said 



Application/Control Number: 10/587,449 Page 6 

Art Unit: 3724 

plane adjusts a second one of the two mutually opposing inclined surfaces (e.g., the 
inclined surface of 24/1 88/1 94) in the direction perpendicular to said plane; 

[claim 18] wherein the two mutually opposing inclined surfaces comprises two 
pairs of mutually opposing inclined surfaces, and wherein an adjustment of a first one of 
each of the two pairs of mutually opposing inclined surfaces in a direction parallel to 
said plane adjusts a second one of each of the two pairs of mutually opposing inclined 
surfaces in the direction perpendicular to said plane. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject 
matter of the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions 
covered therein were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is 
advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and 
invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 
U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a). 
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8. Claims 5, 7, 8, 11-14, 16, 17 and 1 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as 
being unpatentable over Aviza, PG Publication 2005/0126007. 

Regarding claims 5, 11 and 12, Aviza discloses a razor apparatus/assembly 
with almost every structural limitation of the claimed invention but lacks the adjustable 
guiding member being adjustable in the claimed manner including above the plane as 
follows: 

[claim 5] wherein the top surface of said adjustable guiding member is adjustable 
between and including a lowermost position where the top surface of the adjustable 
guiding member is in said plane and an uppermost position, wherein said some 
distance where the top surface of the adjustable guiding member is above said plane; 

[claim 1 1 ] wherein the at least one of the two guiding members is adjustable to 
an uppermost position where the top surface of the at least one of the two guiding 
members is disposed at a distance of greater than 2 mm above said plane and is 
adjustable to a lowermost position where the top surface of the at least one of the two 
guiding members is in said plane; 

[claim 12] wherein the position of the at least one of the two guiding members is 
adjustable to an uppermost position where said top surface is disposed at a distance of 
greater than 2 mm above said plane and is adjustable to a lowermost position where the 
top surface of the at least one of the two guiding members is in said plane. 

However, it is old and well known in the art to provide such an adjustment range 
of such an adjustable member for various well known benefits including obtaining 
desired shaving characteristics. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
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ordinary skill in the art to provide such an adjustment range for the adjustable member 
of Aviza to gain the well known benefits including that described above. 

Regarding claims 7, 8, 16 and 19, Aviza discloses a razor apparatus/assembly 
with almost every structural limitation of the claimed invention but lacks a spring 
configuration as follows: 

[claim 7] wherein the adjustable guiding member is movably accommodated in 
an encasing frame which frame is a part of the blade assembly, and wherein said top 
surface of the adjustable guiding member extends outside said frame, wherein the 
frame comprises spring means for pushing the adjustable guiding member to retain 
contact between the two mutually opposing inclined surfaces; 

[claim 8 (from 7)] wherein said spring means comprises a pair of helical 

springs; 

[claim 16 (from 15)] comprising a pair of spring means, wherein each one of the 
pair of spring means corresponds to one of the two pairs of mutually opposing inclined 
surfaces for pushing the adjustable guiding member to retain contact between 
corresponding mutually opposing inclined surfaces of each of the two pairs of mutually 
opposing inclined surfaces. 

[claim 1 9 (from 1 8)] comprising a pair of spring means, wherein each one of the 
pair of spring means corresponds to one of the two pairs of mutually opposing inclined 
surfaces for pushing the at least one of the two guiding members to retain contact 
between corresponding mutually opposing inclined surfaces of each of the two pairs of 
mutually opposing inclined surfaces. 
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However, it is respectfully submitted that such spring configurations are old and 
well known in the art and are particularly useful on open inclined surfaces. That is, Aviza 
discloses inclined surfaces in the form of threads which are closed inclined surfaces in 
that they are disposed both above and below the cooperating surface and thus provide 
positive force/motion transmission in both directions of movement (i.e., upward and 
downward). Equivalent cooperating inclined surfaces including cooperating helical 
surfaces wherein positive force/motion transmission is provided in only one direction. In 
such configurations, springs and other types of biasing structure are often used to 
maintain contact between the cooperating surfaces so that the proper and/or desired 
relationship is maintained. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary 
skill in the art when provide such an equivalent inclined surface configuration to also 
provide a spring configuration for at least the reasons described above. 

Regarding claims 13, 14 and 17, Aviza discloses a razor apparatus/assembly in 
various forms with almost every structural limitation of the claimed invention including a 
blade assembly as described in detail above and further including: 

[claim 14] wherein the adjustable guiding member is a lubricating member (e.g., 
see paragraph 0104) and wherein the other of the two guiding members is a skin 
stretching member (e.g., the corresponding structure of Aviza is fully capable of 
performing such a function to at least some extent), 

[claim 17] wherein the at least one of the two guiding members is a lubricating 
member (e.g., see paragraph 0104) and wherein the other of the two guiding members 
is a skin stretching member (e.g., the corresponding structure of Aviza is fully capable of 
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performing such a function to at least some extent), and wherein the at least one of the 
two guiding members is positioned to contact a portion of skin after the one or more 
blades. 

Aviza lacks: 

wherein the adjustable guiding member is positioned to contact a portion of skin 
after the one or more blades. 

However, it is old and well known in the art to provide such lubricating (such as 
component 24 of Aviza) behind of the blade(s) for various well known benefits including 
obtaining desired shaving characteristics. Aviza discloses such lubricating structure in 
such a position in other embodiments, namely those of Figures 7 and 1 1 . Therefore, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art to provide the 
combination of the skin stretching member in front of the blade(s) and the lubricating 
member behind the blade(s) to gain the well known benefits including that described 
above. 

Further, in the alternative, if it is argued that Aviza lacks an explicit disclosure 
that the other guiding member is a skin stretching member, it is old and well known in 
the art to provide such skin stretching members in front of the blade(s) for various well 
known benefits including obtaining desired shaving characteristics. Aviza discloses a 
skin stretching member in such a position in other embodiments, namely those of 
Figures 2, 5, 6 and 8. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill 
in the art to provide the combination of the skin stretching member in front of the 
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blade(s) and the lubricating member behind the blade(s) to gain the well known benefits 
including that described above. 

Response to Arguments 

9. Applicant's arguments filed June 4, 2009 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. It is respectfully submitted that the prior art teaches and/or suggests the 
claimed subject matter as described in further detail above, in particular, the 
cooperating inclined surfaces as described in detail under the paragraphs directed to 
claims 1 and 9 above, and thus the prior art rejections must be maintained. 

Conclusion 

1 0. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
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the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

1 1 . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Clark F. Dexter whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4505. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thursdays and 
Fridays. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Boyer D. Ashley can be reached on (571)272-4502. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Clark F. Dexter/ 

Primary Examiner, Art Unit 3724 

cfd 

September 24, 2009 



